


A  P L E A  F O R  M E R C Y  I N  T H E  FA C E  O F  J U S T I C E
A U.S. Marshal seeking vengeance for his fatherÕs murder is forced to confront the possibility of forgiveness.

The short Þlm Useless began as a submission to the 2011 168 Project, a speed Þlmmaking competition. Teams 
draw a bible verse from a pile and then have 10 days to write and 7 days to shoot and edit a Þlm based upon that 
verse. Useless is based upon Philemon 1:10-11

I am appealing to you concerning my child, whose spiritual father I have become during my imprisonment, that is, 
Onesimus, who was formerly useless to you, but is now useful to you and me.

Useless picks up where Paul's letter to Philemon leaves off. What happens when Onesmius returns to 
Philemon?... How will former U.S. Marshal Phil Stevens respond when the man he lost his badge pursuing turns 
himself in and casts himself upon Phil's mercy?

http://www.168project.com/
http://www.168project.com/


AWA R D S



B O O  A R N O L D   ( P H I L )
Boo Arnold is an actor based in Los Angeles. He has appeared in such 
television shows as "24", "Desperate Housewives", "Criminal Minds", "Ugly 
Betty", "Brothers and Sisters", "CSI Miami", and over 20 national television 
commercials.

Raised in central Texas, Boo Arnold played baseball at Texas Tech University 
where he graduated with a BA in Advertising and Marketing. After college he 
worked with Young Life, an outreach to high school students, and then 
attended Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in Boston where he 
completed an MA in Theology.

Arnold started acting in his early thirties and moved to Los Angeles in 2001. 
He now resides in L.A. with his wife and two daughters and son.

C A S T

K E V I N  S I Z E M O R E   ( E VA N )
Kevin Sizemore is a WV native and an alum of The Art Institute of 
Pittsburgh. His production company Morepony Pictures, (along w/ 
Workboot Prod) just wrapped the short Þlm "CHAINED".

Kevin's acting credits include Desperate Housewives, NCIS, Prison 
Break, Weeds, 24 and many more. This July he will be featured in the 
blockbuster Þlm Transformers 3!

This is his third opportunity to work alongside his son Gunnar who 
portrays Trevor in "USELESS".

PALMER DAVIS  (TREVORÕS MOM)
Palmer Davis is a working dancer, actress, and choreographer. A graduate 
of UCLA Fine Arts program, Palmer has been performing and teaching 
for over 20 years.Palmer has recurred in "CSI: Las Vegas" for the past 10 
seasons as attorney Margaret Finn. She has guest-starred in several 
television series, including "The Secret Life of an American Teenager," 
Ò90210,Ó ÒRomantically Challenged,Ó "Pensacola," "The Perfect 
Husband" (starring Dean Cain) and ÒCSI: New York.Ó In Þlm Ms. Davis 
starred in ÒDark StreetsÓ and the UK production of ÒThe Last Bloodline.Ó

As a choreographer, PalmerÕs most recent work will be seen in the 
upcoming Universal motion picture ÒHOP,Ó starring James Marsden and 
directed by Tim Hill ("Cats and Dogs," "Alvin and the Chipmunks.") 
Theatrical choreography credits include "Guys and Dolls," "Oklahoma," 
"Bye Bye Birdie," "Fiddler on the Roof," "Godspell," and more. Ms. Davis 
also choreographs for commercials and corporate live industrials.



G U N N A R  S I Z E M O R E  ( T R E V O R )
Gunnar Sizemore is a six year old Kindergartener with commercials for 
Disney, Kraft, Hartford, 7-Eleven, Juicy Juice.

This is GunnarÕs third short Þlm, and marks the third time he works with his 
dad Kevin Sizemore, who portrays Evan in "USELESS".

C A S T

I V O N E  R E Y E S   ( WA I T R E S S )
Born and raised in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Ivone began acting, singing 
and dancing at the early age of six. She studied Drama with several well 
known Directors and Actors in her country and later on she moved to 
Los Angeles to continue her education and career. Ivone graduated from 
Theater of Arts in Hollywood. She has appeared in numerous TV shows 
and has an extensive career in Theater.

Recent credits include: ÒThe Exorcist FilesÓ for Discovery Channel 
coming up this Spring; Lead singer in the musical production "Tango 
Bar-Melod’as de arrabal".

In addition to her acting, Ivone studied TV Production and is a singer/
songwriter. She freelances as a Spanish Interpreter, Reporter and in 
Television Production and post production. Ivone now resides in 
Hollywood, CA. It is her Þrst appearance in the 168 Film Festival.

LEE GARRISON JR.  (VIC)
After writing, directing and starring in comedy sketches for local venues 
in Baltimore, Lee moved to Los Angeles to pursue a career in 
entertainment. He has appeared in numerous Þlms, playing everything 
from the detestable to the endearing.

He has appeared in a number of Þlms in the 168hr Film Festival, 
including, Þnalist ÒThe FeastÓ and Þrst place selection, ÒMax.Ó

He studied for years at the prestigious Harry Mastrogeorge Workshop. 
He is currently writing and producing a feature, as well as cartoon shorts, 
while continuing with his acting career.



W R I T E R / D I R E C T O R
B R A N D O N  A D A M S

( A l s o  C i n e m a t o g r a p h e r  a n d  E d i t o r )

Born and raised in Boise, ID, Brandon Adams headed to Southern California 
in 2003 to tell stories. During his time at Chapman University as a Knott 
Scholar, Adams was mentored by screenwriter Tom Mankiewicz (Superman, 
Live and Let Die, The Man with the Golden Gun) and producer Mace Neufeld 
(Hunt for Red October, The Omen, Patriot Games).

He has written and directed several short Þlms, including the award-winning 
Bread Alone, and owns Light & Heat , a commercial production company. 
Adams is currently at work developing new projects and writing feature 
screenplays.  In addition to his Þlmmaking, Adams teaches courses in 
systematic theology, which has a tremendous impact on the stories he tells.

    lightandheat.net    breadalonetheÞlm.com

C R E W

P R O D U C E R S
D E N N I S  &  O L I V I A  B E N T I V E N G O

Dennis was born, and raised in Bellßower, CA where he decided to work in 
Special Effects for Þlms at the age of 14. At the age of 20 he graduated from 
I.T.T. Technical Institute with an A.A.S. in Electronics Engineering 
Technology. After working as a Flight Simulator Technician, and starting 
his own business, he began working at Disneyland in Anaheim, CA as a 
Pyrotechnician. He began working Special Effects in 2008, and has been 
doing Special Effects for Commercials, Film and T.V. to this date. He does 
Special Effects for Film with his company The Way Effects. He Produced 
"USELESS", along with his wife Olivia for the 168 Hour Film Festival under 
their company Matthew 6:33 Þlms, they strive to bring quality Þlm making 
together with biblical values to create true Quality Films.

C O M P O S E R
F R E D  E M O RY  S M I T H

Fred received his bachelor's degree from Berklee College of Music in Þlm scoring. 
It was at this time that he dove in headÞrst. During his time at Berklee, Fred 
privately studied composition and orchestration with Andrew List, James Smith, 
and Dennis Leclaire as well as taking master classes with Richard Dainelpour.

Berklee awarded Fred with the Doug Timm Award for outstanding musicianship 
in Film Scoring. During the commencement ceremony his senior year, Fred 
conducted Howard Shore's suite to the "Aviator" after being personally coached 
by Howard Shore. This was a career shaping experience.

Once Fred arrived in LA, he took his Þrst job doing score preparation for the Fox 
hit TV show "Fringe". He then began working for multiple composers doing midi 
programming and arranging for the serveral networks (SyFy channel), theme 
parks (Busch Gardens, Unviersal Studios), and music libraries; working with 
such composers as Joe Alfuso and Penka Kouneva.

http://www.lightandheat.net/
http://www.breadalonethefilm.com/
http://www.breadalonethefilm.com/
http://www.lightandheat.net/
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168 Film Project, 818-557-8507 
 John David Ware, Founder & President, john@168project.com 
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POLICE DRAMA ÔUSELESSÕ CUFFS BEST FILM AT 168 FILM FESTIVAL 

AS TOP-NOMINATED ÔCHILDÕS PLAYÕ TAKES CUSTODY OF MOST AWARDS (6) 
INCL. SCRIPTURAL INTEGRATION, DIRECTOR, SUPPORTING ACTRESS & SCREENPLAY-DRAMA 

 
11 Shorts Claim 24 Awards in Faith-Based Speed Filmmaking Contest, 

Bandied by Musical Romp ‘Good News’ as Audience Favorite & Best Comedy, 
Lonely Heart Drama ‘Second Glances’ for Editing, and Pastoral Doc ‘The Main Thing’ 

 
 GLENDALE, Calif. (Apr. 2, 2011) -- Husband and wife team of Dennis & Olivia BentivengoÕs  

cop-with-a-conscience drama ÒUselessÓ won Best Film tonight at the Bible-verse-illustrating 168 Film Festival, 

collecting three awards, including Best Actor (Kevin Sizemore) and Cinematography (Brandon Adams). 

 Based on the Apostle PaulÕs appeal to Philemon to grant the slave ownerÕs son Onesimus his personal 

freedom in Philem. 1:10-11 and up for 11 awards, the film stars an actor whoÕs no stranger to law enforcement in 

Sizemore, known best for playing Harlan on ÒPrison BreakÓ and Marine Sgt. William Moore on ÒNCIS,Ó and 

appearing soon in ÒTransformers: Dark of the Moon,Ó currently in post-production. 

 Frontrunner divorce drama ÒChildÕs PlayÓ -- with the most nominations (14) going into the 9th annual 

weeklong (i.e., 168-hour) filmmaking competition in a 20-finalist field of 11-min.-or-less films -- from  

U.K. producer Owen Kingston took the lionÕs share of awards, with six, counting Best Scriptural Integration, 

Screenplay-Drama and Director for Kingston and Tom Cooper (who were the festivalÕs top award winners with 

four apiece); International Film for Kingston, Cooper and Anita Wadsworth; and, rounding out the pictureÕs haul, 

Supporting Actress for Eleanor Appleton and Original Score for Michael Wray. 

 As performance of ÒChildÕs PlayÓ in this yearÕs festival represents a 180-degree turn for Kingston, whose 

entry last year ÒTrashedÓ received zero nominations, organizers said the 168 lives up to its reputation as an 

incubator of filmmakers. ÒWeÕre extremely proud of all the submissions, including those from returning 

filmmakers,Ó said 168 founder and president John David Ware. ÒThe improvement they have shown as a group 

in just one year is amazing.Ó 

 Noting how there werenÕt as many multiple winners -- by films or individuals, as determined by a panel 

of 14 judges including ÒX-Men: WolverineÓ producer Ralph Winter -- as in past years, executive director  

Paul e Luebbers said Òthere was definitely more parity in the distribution of awards, which is a democratization 

of the talent. It makes our judgesÕ jobs more difficult, but the festival more worthwhile.Ó 

 Tied for second-most wins with ÒUselessÓ was seven-time 168 filmmaker Theo LoveÕs cheeky guide to the 

atheistsÕ gospel ÒGood News,Ó which scored Best Comedy and Screenplay-Comedy (director-producer-editor Theo 

and wife Jessie, Eric Lee and wife Susu Keepman Lee) plus Best Actress for Benedicte Westbye. 

 The film also received the Audience Award, which the Loves won in 2009 for their ÒLove Is GoodÓ 

musical. 

(MORE) 
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 Last two of “Second Chances”-themed edition’s five multiple-award-winning films, with two each, are 

journeyman Stephen Puffenberger’s exploration of a church’s life cycle “The Main Thing,” which took  

Best Unlimited Documentary and the Evangelista Award for the best telling of the core of Jesus’ message; and 

168’s two-time Write of Passage winner and producer Alan Tregoning’s “Second Glances” for Best Editor  

(Chris Wiegand) and Sound Design (Wiegand, Josh Spake). Wiegand tied Puffenberger and the Lees for  

second-most awards, while 18 others won single awards, some of them albeit shared with fellow team members. 

 While six out of 24 award recipients were multiple winners in the 168’s 22-category competition, five 

recognized films were multiple winners out of the 11 overall winning films. The six single-win films are: 

  “Breaking and Entering” for Best Supporting Actor (Mark Blitch); “Stranded” Animated Film  

(Michael Mitchell, Sarah Abel); “Guide Me Home” Music Video (first-time helmer Henry Wong);  

“Khwaish – A Desire” Production Design (Susheel Rankawat); “The Cure” Makeup (Kelly Jo Kern,  

Rachel Ringwood); and Behind The Scenes Documentary “The Making of ‘The Potter’s Hand’” (“The Potter’s 

Hand” director Brandon Chandler). 

 Contestants competed for $15,900 in cash and prizes from sponsors including Keith Roush Media, 

Kino Flo, Eiki International, Marshall Electronics, TubeMogul, Panasonic, Arri, Video Symphony and Alpha 

Previs. 
# # # 

 


